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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/05/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive in regards to the claims. The teaches that the mechanical manipulation that 
provides the nodes is a double knit structure made with yarns with two different degrees 
of water absorbency. The prior art of Imamichi teaches a double knit structure that is 
made of both polyester and cotton yarn, which would inherently have two different 
degrees of water absorbency. The examiner feels that the art of Imamichi would 
perform the same way (having nodes) as according to the applicant, they have the 
same structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. . 

Claims 57-60 are rejected as best understood under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Imamichi (US 4,267,710). Imamichi discloses (abstract) a double-knit 
fabric composed of polyester and cotton fibers. The cotton yarn has a first degree of 
water absorbency and a first degree of dimensional-transformation upon exposure to 
water. The synthetic fibers have a second degree of water absorbency and a second 
degree of dimensional-transformation upon exposure to water. The fabric is a double 
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knit as stated above, thus is mechanically manipulated. Fig! 3 shows the cotton yarn 3 
to the rear of the synthetic yarns 1 and 2. Cotton is a fiber that is hydrophilic which 
means it absorbs water, which causes the diameter of the fiber to grow. When the 
water exposed to it, the hydrophilic yarn (cotton) would absorb water, thus increasing in 
size as stated above. This reaction modifies the first structure of the fabric to a second 
when exposed to water as claimed. The increased diameter of the cotton yarn would 
"project" nodes onto the surface of the fabric, as the cotton yarns would be larger in 
diameter thus pushing the synthetic yarns outward creating nodes. Both the natural and 
synthetic fibers contribute into the node formation. As discussed above, Imamichi 
would have spaces between the nodes. Imamichi states in Col. 2 lines 38-40, 
"invention may be advantageously sewn into various sport wear such as shirts..." 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew W. Sutton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6093. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary L. Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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